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likely to be of indefinitely long duration. I will first
take France, which began with the imitation of the
English, and has ended with the adoption of the
American model. Since the introduction of political
freedom into France, the existing government, nomi-
nally clothed with all the powers of the State, has
been three times overturned by the mob of Paris, in
1792, in 1830, and in 1848. It has been three times
overthrown by the Army ; first in 1797, on the 4th
of September (18 Fructidor), when the majority of
the Directors with the help of the soldiery annulled
the elections of forty-eight departments, and deported
fifty-six members of the two Assemblies, condemning
also to deportation two of their own colleagues. The
second military revolution was effected by the elder
Bonaparte on the 9th of November (18 Brumaire),
1799 ; and the third by the younger Bonaparte, on
December 2, 1851, The French Government has
also been three times destroyed by foreign invasion,
in 1814, 1815, and 1870 ; the invasion having been
in each case provoked by French aggression, sympa-
thised in by the bulk of the French people. In all,
putting aside the anomalous period from 1870 to
1885, France, since she began her political experi-
ments, has had forty-four years of liberty and thirty-
seven of stern dictatorship.5 But it has to be

51 include in the thirty-seven years the interval between Sep-
tember 1797 and November 1799.